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*** Reminder ***  

Our Monthly 

Business Meeting  

July 1 st   

at 7:30p.m.  

Henna Chevrolet   

8805 IH 35  

512 -832 -2305   

Directions    
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What an exciting time we've had with 

the Corvettes Cruisin Galveston & the 

Luau Party hosted by Dennis and 

Janice Brooker. In Galveston our 

Austin group brought home the Gold 

with 5 class awards, more than any 

other group there. It was such a fun 

group of people I can't wait to do it all 

again next year, maybe without the 

flooding. The Luau Party was 

spectacular. I can't thank Dennis and 

Janice enough for hosting such great 

parties. 

The next big event I'm preparing for is 

the Corvette Invasion. I expect it to be 

very hot on that COTA tarmac which is why I'm preparing to have our large tent put up. I'm looking for volunteers to 

help me with it. Please be there by 8:30am if you can help with the tent assembly. I'll also need people there throughout 

the day to hand out water and promote our club. We're trying to use this as a recruiting opportunity and will hopefully 

sign up some new members. If you have not yet registered for the Corvette Invasion there are addition spots available. If 

you do not pre-register the cost will be $100 the day of. Please see http://www.corvetteinvasion.com/ for more details. 

This year the event is hosted by SRE Promotions. You can expect a fun time will be had by all! 

Another upcoming event to look forward to is the Operation American Muscle Car Show at Camp Mabry on October 1st. 

We're putting the final touches on the show and expect to have 2 live bands, a food truck competition, silent auction, 

and many car classes to choose from. We'll be starting an hour later this year to give our soldiers more time to finish up 

their morning workout on the parade grounds. All money raised is donated to the Wounded Warrior Project. You can 

register for the show for $40 at http://operationamericanmuscle.com/. Registration comes with a t-shirt and you can 

purchase additional t-shirts for $15 each. If you wait until the day of registration is still $40, but with no t-shirt, and shirts 

will cost $20 if there are any left. You may not be able to find your size if you wait so get Ψem while you can! 

I would like to thank our sponsors for Operation American Muscle. Nyle Maxwell Family of Dealerships has provided us 

with operating funds to get this show off the ground, as they did for us last year. Their contribution is very much 

appreciated along with United Site Services who has provided us with portable toilets every year. Another great sponsor 

has been Bob Boucher who does the artwork for Operation American Muscle. He's the guy to thank for the unique 

designs of the t-shirts, flyers, website, and banners. I know it is not easy work and appreciate all the time he's put into it. 

Of course, I can't forget Sweet Peachy Properties and my wife, Tammy Spracklen. She is the glue that holds this show 

together and none of it would be possible without her. If you or someone you know is looking to buy or sell your home 

please give her a call at 512-803-4993. 

President ~ Lance Spracklen 

 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

http://www.corvetteinvasion.com/
http://operationamericanmuscle.com/


10 Awesome Things You Need 
to Know About the C7 Corvet te     

by Andrew Wendler  

Blending economics and emotion is a tricky business, and when Chevrolet 

began prepping the new C7 Corvette, it knew the development process would 

be one of give and take, where even the tiniest decisions could have far-

reaching implications for the car. With our first full test of the C7 coming soon, 

hereôs a taste of some of those decisions made real. 

As with our ñFive Awesome Things You Didnôt Know About the Camaro Z/28ò 

brief from earlier this year, the Corvette C7 information collected here was 

sourced via official GM channels and by relentlessly pestering anyone even 

tangentially involved with project. So soak it up, and then go forth and drop        

knowledge on some fools. 

1.) The C7 marks the first use of a ñshape memory alloy wireò in a 

producti on vehicle.  To save weight (approximately 1.1 pounds) and reduce 

complexity, the new Corvette uses a smart material wire to operate a cabin 

vent in the cargo area that required a motorized actuator on previous models. 

Triggered by the opening of the hatch, heat generated by an electrical current 

similar to that of a interior courtesy lamp is used to contract a wire, thereby 

moving a lever that opens the vent, letting air escape to reduce cabin pressure 

and make shutting the lid easier. Once the hatch is closed, the current cuts off, 

the wire returns to its original shape, and a return spring closes the vent to 

maintain cabin temperature.  

GM has earned 247 patents for smart materials such as this over five years of 

research and development, and it figures there are approximately 200 

motorized systems in the typical vehicle that could be replaced with smart materials. Typically made of copper-aluminum -nickel or 

nickel-titanium, smart materials can change their shape, strength, and/or stiffness when acted upon by heat, stress, a magnetic field, 

or voltage, and return to their original shape when the trigger is deactivated.   

2.) The C7 is just the second -ever production Corvette with a rear weight bias.  Although Chevrolet claims a straight -up 

50/50 weight distribu tion, our scales demonstrated a rearward weight bias, with 49.4 percent sitting over the front axle and 50.6 to 

the rear. That makes it and the C2 the only Corvettes to tip the scales to the stern. (And, yes, weôre aware the C6.R competition 

Corvette also did so; weôre talking strictly production models.)  

3.) The C7ôs eLSD (electronic limited-slip differential) goes from open to full lock in tenths of a second.  Dubbed eLSD 

in GM speak, the suggestively named diff comes standard with the Z51 Performance Package, and employs a hydraulically actuated 

clutch that infinitely varies the amount of engagement, going from open to full lock in tenths of a second. Fully integrated with the 

stability -control and Performance Traction Management systems, the system controls the differential according to an algorithm that 

factors in vehicle speed, steering input, and throttle position.   

4.) Corvettes equipped with an automatic transmission or Z51 Performance Package get functional vents and rear -

mounted transmission and differential heat exchangers.  Multiple heat exchangers are a given in this segment. Whatôs 

notable about the C7ôs are their rear mounting positions, which moves weight rearward and eliminates some of the plumbing (and 

likely shaves some pounds) in comparison to the C6 pieces. The vent on the driverôs side rear fender directs air over the transmission 

heat exchanger, while the corresponding vent on the other side directs air over the eLSD cooler. Both exhale the air through aircraft -

inspired taillamp vents a nd outlets in the lower rear fascia. 

Vice-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

Summer is here and in full swing!!!!!! As 

temperatures rise the car scene starts to 

slow down. 91 days till Fall whoo hoo! OAM 

is just around the corner. If you have any 

items to donate for the goody bags please 

email me at 

vicepresident@longhorncorvette.com so I 

can arrange pick up.  

In the meantime check out this article "10 

Awesome things you need to know about 

the C7." 

Vice-President ~ Tammy Spracklen  

http://blog.caranddriver.com/10-awesome-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-c7-corvette/
http://blog.caranddriver.com/10-awesome-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-c7-corvette/
http://blog.caranddriver.com/author/andrew-wendler/
http://www.caranddriver.com/news/2014-chevrolet-c7-corvette-stingray-z51-photos-and-info-news
http://blog.caranddriver.com/five-awesome-things-you-didnt-know-about-the-new-camaro-z28s-backstory/
mailto:vicepresident@longhorncorvette.com


5.) A NASA -developed insulation called Aerogel is used on the transmission tunnel. Many owners concur that the center 

tunnel in the C6 can get toasty, and with the C7 now locating the exhaust in an even tighter space, the potential to exacerbate the 

problem is very real. To combat this, Chevrolet is using insulation made from Aerogel, a material developed by NASA for use in space 

suits. Considered for years to be the lightest solid material in existence, Aerogel is 99.8 percent air (thereby replacing the liquid 

portion of a gel with a gas), yet it insulates 39 times better than the best fiberglass. The C7ôs tunnel has a 10-mm (0.4 -inch) layer of an 

automotive grade version of the stuff applied to its sides, and another 5 mm (0.2 inch) on top. Hip, style -conscious owners may want 

to wear vintage space-suit pants whenever possible.  

6.) $50K was the price target from the beginning.  From day one, Chevrolet was eyeing $50K for the C7ôs base price. Targets 

change, but considering the amount of tech (including new seats!) packed into the C7, drawing the final line at $51,995ðjust $1400 

more than the 2013 C6ðis more than impressive. It no doubt required some sharp pencils and tough decisions, but itôs difficult to tell 

where pennies were pinched. Bravo. 

7.)  Itôs the 30-mpg supercar. You may have missed the recent news that the C7 earned an official EPA highway estimate of 29 

mpg, and that it will actually return 30 mpg on the highway cycle with Eco mode selected, which enables the small-block V-8ôs 

cylinder -deactivation system. GM claims direct injection, active fuel management, variable valve timing, and an advanced 

combustion process all help achieve this efficiency. It helps that the Corvette team put in serious work, too: The engine alone 

underwent more than 10 million hours of computational analysis, including more than 6 million hours on the combustion system.   

8. )  No more cross -drilled rotors.  Equipped with Brembo brakes, the C7 ditches cross-drilled rotors for new discs vented by 

means of shallow grooves. Race teams were reporting cracking issues with the drilled units, while the new setup also maintains the 

benefit of better brake feel versus solid rotors, as the gasses donôt push back against the pads.  

9. )  It wears some pretty special shoes.  Partner Mich elin was selected as the OEM supplier for C7 rubber after a tire-company 

shootout, and it worked directly with the Corvette team for 36 months to create tires for the base car and the Z51 package. Michelin 

characterizes the resultant Pilot Super Sport ZP footwear as a cross between two of its best models, the PS2 and the PS Cup. The 

rubber is also among the worldôs first street meat to be engineered using the exact same computer models used to create tires for Le 

Mans and ALMS racers, and incorporates many of the same rubber mixes in its construction.  

10. )  The tires feature asymmetrical sidewalls.  Michelin has employed asymmetrical sidewalls since the first ZR1 run-flat 

radials, and this technology continues in C7. The inside walls of the tires are 3 mm (0.12 inch) thicker and molded with a stiffer 

construction to optimize comfort and cornering adhesion characteristics. The new Michelin radials also have 150 different 

constituents in their tread compounds.  

http://blog.caranddriver.com/2014-chevrolet-stingray-coupe-and-convertible-priced-wont-sting-the-wallet/
http://blog.caranddriver.com/chevrolet-announces-2014-corvette-stingrays-fuel-economy/
http://blog.caranddriver.com/chevrolet-announces-2014-corvette-stingrays-fuel-economy/


 

 

Howdy Herd, 

Good-bye {ǇǊƛƴƎΣ IŜƭƭƻ {ǳƳƳŜǊΗ Lǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ /ŀǊ 

ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ пth of July celebrations going 

on in the community and there is nothing better than celebrating in the 

Vette. 

Our Auto Cross has a new date, Oct 29th and 30th.  We will be at Central 
Texas Speedway in Kyle. This will be the first Austin area autocross we 
have hosted in a while. I look forward to see a lot of new faces at our 
autocross. I will be sitting up some coordination meetings in the near 

future and will send out the 
invites by e-mail. In the 
meantime, put your thinking 
caps. Since this is our first time 
at this venue, we will need to 
coordinate and deign the flow, 
set-up and course layout. I will 
be setting up a field trip soon, 
to look at the facility and 
maybe catch a raceJ 
 
The region is quiet as we enter 
the summer months. The next 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
August. I need to present our 
bid for a first choice weekend 
for the 2017 Competition year. 
I plan to submit for the end of 
October. We can discuss in the 
next business meeting. 
 
 
 

For those of you going to convention, safe travels and have a great time! 
 

Have fun and keep the rubber side down   ~~~    Mike Sears ~ Governor 

 

Governorôs Message 

 

 



 

This month's activities are brought 

to you by "Baseball, Hot Dogs, 

Apple Pie and Chevrolet."  It's 

drive your Corvette to work Day 

on July 1.  So why not head on 

over to the club meeting at Henna 

in America's Sports Cars after you 

get off.  Also, this month we have 

three parades in seven days.  In 

order to have a successful parade we need some volunteers to take photos, carry the banner, and hand out OAM 

cards.  If you would like to volunteer, please let me know.  After the All-Star break, lets go get some hot dogs, cheap beer 

and watch the Round Rock Express play. Then Lee and I are headed to Omaha for the NCCC National 

Convention.  Lance, Tammy and a host of other folks will be at the Corvette Invasion.  We will finish out the month by 

attending the AusTX Cops and Rodders show at the Omni.  Somewhere in there we will get Apple Pie.  We may also go 

Star Trekking but the local theaters were not having pre-sales for the new Star Trek movie set to release July 22. Lee 

and I may recreate the seen from where Captain Kirk takes his grandpa's C2 through the corn fields of Iowa sans driving 

it off into a quarry. Can you imagine how much a C2 would be worth in 2240? Much less the gas to run it? Hope to see 

you at the events.  And as always if you have suggestions for future events or questions, please email me at 

activities@longhorncorvette.com.  

Parade Decoration Contest:  There will be some great bragging rights and a prize or two fo r the best decorated 

car in the upcoming parades. Also, if you participate in all three parades and not met the 20 points needed for 

the LCC Points Trail, you will earn 20 points so you can go to t he awesome Points Trail party.  

The points trail spreadsheet will be posted in July so you can see where you are at and how many points are needed and 

correct anything. 

 

 

        

 

 

  

  

 

 

Activities!!!  

 

Lago Vista Patriotic Parade and Classic Car Show      
*** Bonus Event***  

July 2, 2016 
Meet up at 8:30 a.m. at the CVS 20601 FM1431, Lago 

Vista, TX 78645 
Leave at 8:45 so we can get queued up for the parade. 

Parade start at 10 a.m. 
There is no such thing as too much patriotic spirit in this 

parade. We are competing against other parade 
entrants.  Lee and I will have some extra decorations if 
you don't have time to get some. There is a classic car 

show and other activities.  For more information 
on http://lagovistajuly4.org/. 

 

Monthly Club Meeting 
July 1, 2016 

7:30 to 9 p.m. with dinner to follow 
Henna Chevrolet 

8805 Interstate 35 Austin, TX 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqweygy9K9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqweygy9K9Y
mailto:activities@longhorncorvette.com
http://lagovistajuly4.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCCC National Convention 
July 17 through July 21, 2016 

Omaha, NE 
2016 NCCC Convention 

NCCC 57th Convention Online Registration form: 
https://93075438.domainhost.com/2016Convention/20

16Registration/RegistrationInstructions.html 

 
 
 

Corvette Invasion 
July 22-23 

Circuit of Americas, Austin, TX 
Lance needs volunteers so contact him at 

president@longhorncorvette.com for 
details.                                                                                                    

 For event details, visit 
http://www.corvetteinvasion.com./                                                       

 At the time of the newsletter printing there were a few 
spots left to drive on the track. 

 

Aquaboom Land Parade in Kingsland                                
*** Bonus Event***  

July 4, 2016 
Meet up at the Best Stop in Burnet (2751 TX-29 W, 

Burnet, TX 78611) at 7:30 a.m. 
We will take the scenic Hoover Valley Road from there to 
the parade start at 150 Pioneer Ln, Kingsland, TX 78639. 

The parade starts at 10 a.m.  There is a whole host of 
activities that day as well.  But we can always stop by the 

Bluebonnet Cafe in Marble Falls afterwards for some 
Apple Pie. 

 
 

LCC Executive Committee Meeting 
July 6, 2016 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
VFW 8787 

500 VFW RD 
Austin, TX 

Room behind bar 
Please join us to hear about events being planned and to 

approach the leadership with any ideas you may have. 

 

McDade Watermelon Parade in McDade 
*** Bonus Event***  

July 9, 2016 
Meet at 8 am in Elgin at the Shamrock Station (300 US-

290, Elgin, TX 78621). 
 

Those wanting to participate in the free car show it is 
recommended that we register as soon as we get 

there.  For more information on the festivities and the car 
show visit, mcdadetexas.com. 

 
 

Monthly Social - Round Rock Express Game 

THURSDAY July 14, 2016 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 7:05 (game start) 

Dell Diamond 
It's Thirsty Thursday (cheap beer and sodas) and George 
Strait Bobblehead giveaway night.  I think they sell Dome 

Dogs (never forget sitting there watching Nolan Ryan 
pitch in the Astrodome). Lee and I will probably get tickets 

in Section 124. You can purchase tickets here: 
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2/Buy.asp?EventID=1

62918#.V20dqWIrLCL 
 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2016.html
https://93075438.domainhost.com/2016Convention/2016Registration/RegistrationInstructions.html
https://93075438.domainhost.com/2016Convention/2016Registration/RegistrationInstructions.html
mailto:president@longhorncorvette.com
http://www.corvetteinvasion.com./
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2/Buy.asp?EventID=162918#.V20dqWIrLCL
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2/Buy.asp?EventID=162918#.V20dqWIrLCL


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AusTX Cops and Rodders 
July 30 

Omni South Park hotel (4140 Governor's Row) 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
This show benefits the Austin Police Department's youth outreach programs.  It is always a great time.  For more 

information visit, http://www.austxcopsandrodders.org/ 
 

 
 
 

Coming in August--camel tour at the Baum Farm.  We may also include a visit to the Health Camp and Texas Ranger 

Museum in Waco. 

Photo credits: 

America's Favorites graphic from: http://testdrivejunkie.com/1993-chevrolet-commercial-montage-best-chevy-

commercial-ever/ (it has some of the old Chevy commercials too)  

George Strait Corvette photo from http://media.corvettemuseum.com/exhibits/country.shtml (online exhibit of the 

country stars' Corvettes and Camaros) 

http://www.austxcopsandrodders.org/
http://testdrivejunkie.com/1993-chevrolet-commercial-montage-best-chevy-commercial-ever/
http://testdrivejunkie.com/1993-chevrolet-commercial-montage-best-chevy-commercial-ever/
http://media.corvettemuseum.com/exhibits/country.shtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 NCCC Convention and Total Solar Eclipse in one destination  

From Kelley Heins 

As you may know my first passion is astronomy. Of that it includes 

going to see eclipses, transits and other rare events. Next year the 

NCCC convention will start on August 21.  About an hour away 

about noon local time will be the center line of the first total solar 

eclipse across the US in a few decades.  As you can gather, I'm 

planning and such already for this once in a lifetime opportunity to 

express love of Corvettes while under the eclipsed sun.  

The important thing you need to know now is to book your lodging 

as soon as the hotels allow it (probably August 21, 2016) for 

Bowling Green, KY.  The hotels will sell out fast Aug. 20 and Aug. 

21. in that area because there are people selling tours that costs 

$1,000's a piece.  Luckily you know me so you get to hang with a 

woman who has discovered galaxies and has put on star parties for Neil deGrasse Tyson's family (ask me 

about that later).   

 

Also, you probably need to look at your budget so you can 

order any solar eclipse viewing gear that you may 

need.  Please do not use any homemade things like CDs 

glued together in a weird formation, welder's glass, 

etc.  Use stuff that is meant for safe solar viewing.  You 

want to keep your eyesight healthy so you don't lose your 

peripheral vision, etc. Oh yeah, if it is predicted to be 

cloudy where I am thinking about setting up, you will see 

me put that Corvette power to the test to get to clear skies. 

Other Upcoming Events to Note 

 

View this website for more information and 

for the registration form: 

http://www.wccatx.com/31st-annual-north-

texas-corvette-roundup/ 

 

http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/SEgoogle2001/SE2017Aug21Tgoogle.html
http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/SEgoogle2001/SE2017Aug21Tgoogle.html
http://www.eclipse2017.org/eclipse2017_main.htm
http://www.wccatx.com/31st-annual-north-texas-corvette-roundup/
http://www.wccatx.com/31st-annual-north-texas-corvette-roundup/

